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de Gaiille, despite Spears* pleas that the French Empire would need a
well-known statesman to guide it.158 Thus it was de Gaulle's voice
which proclaimed to the world on 18 June that French resistance had
not ended.
Petain constituted his cabinet late in the evening of 16 June. On
being summoned by Lebrun he had pulled a list of his ministers out
of his pocket, "a happy surprise" for Lebrun who "was not accustomed
to such rapidity".159 The list, containing the names of most of the
defeatists from Reynaud's cabinet, caused Herriot to remark that "men
were becoming ministers for the same reasons for which they would
have been shot under Clemenceau".160
Almost the first act of the Petain government was to place Mandel
under arrest as he was sitting at the Chapon Fin restaurant in Bordeaux
the day following the formation of the cabinet. Herriot, Jearnieney and
Lebrun immediately protested to Petain, who summoned Mandel and
informed him that he had been accused, along with General Biihrer,
Chief of Staff for the Colonies, of purchasing arms to assassinate the
ministers. The charge had proved unfounded and he was therefore free
to go, Mandel, however, demanded a written apology, and when the
first letter that the Marshal wrote proved unsatisfactory, insisted on
dictating to Petain one which would be acceptable. He told the new
head of the government: "My arrest is not important in itself, but it is
serious because it reveals that you are in the clutches of an entourage
capable of making you commit the worst errors at such a tragic moment
in our history. Nothing could be more disturbing/' 161
On assuming office the Petain government immediately asked the
Germans for the conditions of an armistice. The French forces were
still falling back in rout and the German armies had already crossed
the Loire, but the government was determined to continue the struggle
if any demands were made on the fleet or the Empire. Preparations
were made to transport all available troops and materiel to North Africa
in the event negotiations for an armistice had to be broken off. There
was some disagreement, however, over the departure of the govern-
ment itself for North Africa. Lebrun, Herriot, and Jeanneney were in
favour of leaving, but Petain insisted on remaining behind to make a
"gift of his person" to the French people. A compromise was finally
reached: Chautemps would leave with most of the ministers and set
up a government in North Africa; the rest would remain with Petain
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